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The man of the present needs must work towards the future.
He has to leave it to others to maintain' the past. Hence,
he is also a destroyer, not a builder only. To himself, both
he and his world are questionable and ambiguous. The
ways that the past shows him, and the answers that it gives
to his questions are insufficient for the needs of the present.
Old and comfortable ways are blocked, new possibilities have
been opened up, or new dangers have arisen of which 'the
past knew nothing. It is proverbial, of course, that man
never learns from history, atnd, as-a rule,, in respect to a
problem of the present, it can teach us simply nothing. The
new way must be made through untrodden regions, without
suppositions, and often, unfortunately, without piety also.
Morality is the only thing that cannot be improved, since
every modification of habitual morality is, in its application,
an immorality. In this bon mot there is something more
serious, since it-also carries an undeniable fact of feeling,
against which many a pioneer has stumbled.
All the problems of the present form a knot; so that it is
scarcely permissible to detach a single problem by itself,
and treat it independently of the rest. There is, for instance,
no problem of the * woman in Europe' which omits man and
his world. If she is married, then in the great majority of
cases she is economically dependent upon man; if unmarried
and earning her livelihood, then she is working in a profession
already initiated and established by man. Unless there is
a voluntary sacrifice of her whole erotic life, she must again
stand in an essential relation to man. In manifold ways
woman is indissolubly bound up with the man's world and
therefore is exposed, as he is, to all the shocks and con-
'cussions of this world. The war, .for example, has affected
w6man just as deeply as it has man, and she has to adapt
to its consequences as he must. What the upheavals of the
last twenty or thirty years mean for the world of men is
displayed roundly on the surface; it is reported every day
in the journals. But what it means for woman is not at first

